STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 20, 060

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent for
Chil dren and Fam |lies, Econom c Services Division denying her
application for Vernont Health Access Program (VHAP) benefits.
The issue is whether the inconme of the petitioner's father

nmust be considered in determning her eligibility.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. I n Sept enber 2005 the petitioner submtted an
application for VHAP, which the Departnent denied on Cctober
24, 2005. The petitioner submtted a second application on
Cct ober 21, 2005, which the Departnent deni ed on Novenber 21,
2005.

2. The petitioner is eighteen years old and has no
income. She is not currently a student. She lives with her
father. The basis of both denials was the petitioner's
refusal to provide any information regarding her father's

i ncone.
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3. At the hearing (held on Decenber 21, 2005) the
petitioner and her father argued that the petitioner should be
allowed to apply as a single person household w thout regard

to her father's incone.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
Section 4001.8 of the VHAP regul ations includes the
fol | ow ng:

Fi nanci al Need of a VHAP G oup

An i ndividual nmust be a nenber of a VHAP group with
count abl e i ncone under the applicable inconme test to neet
this requirenent.

A VHAP group includes all the follow ng individuals
if living in the sanme hone:

b. children under age 21 of the applicant or spouse;

d. parents.
Under the above regul ation, the petitioner cannot be
determ ned eligible for VHAP w t hout including her father, and
his income, in her application. Regardless of the

petitioner's view of the fairness and/or wi sdomof this



Fair Hearing No. 20,060 Page 3

provision, the Board is bound to affirmthe Departnent's
deci sion inasnmuch as it is fully in accord with the
regulation. 3 V.S. A 8 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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